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his hallucinations seriously, and who believe in the
universal plot of which he imagined himself the victim.
M. Boiteau is one of these impassioned apologists. The
notes with which he has enriched the Memoirs of
Madame d'Epinay have often no other object than to
justify the calumnies with which the G-enevese philosopher
paid the affection and benefits of his best friends.1
Nothing can be more tiresome than this commentary.
M. Boiteau has a right to be of any religion that seems
good to him, but not to celebrate his faith thus in the
public highways. (M. Boiteau a le droit d'etre de la
religion qui bon lui semble, mais non pas de eelebrer
ainsi son culte sur la voie publique.)"

This method of putting an end to the discussion, by
refusing to believers in Rousseau's impressive personality
and disinterested life the right to profess their faith
openly, comes to one as somewhat arbitrary. But it
belongs to the temper of mind of a superior critic who
arrives at his opinions independently of evidence, by
methods of argument. Thus when, between two con-
tradictory theories, he accepts the one that on the face
of things appears to him reasonable, and rejects the theory
that looks to him extravagant, he Is prone to feel im-
patience with people who undertake superfluous inquiries
in connection with a question he esteems is settled.

Very much the same tone is adopted, because the
Same critical method is employed, by Rousseau's English
biographer. But it is characteristic of the different
intellectual temperaments of French and English critics,
that Mr. John Morley does not at all share the enthusiasm
of Sainte-Beuve and E. Scherer for Madame d'Epinay,
and that he has a very qualified belief in the lady's
" essential veracity." His own doctrine of Eousseau's
repulsive personality is much more the result of the
impression made upon him by the "positivity and

1 That is to say, the best friends of Rousseau were, m E. Scherer's
opinion, the authors of the Jfissay upon $eneca, of the Oorresgondance
Zitt'eraire, and of the Memoirs of Madame d'JtJpinay,
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